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ye 
Amazing Choice 


By Esther M. Smith 


in GLAD that when I met Thee, Lord, 
I did not hurry past, 

But chose, instead, to walk with Thee,— 
With Thee my lot to cast. 


And yet, the wonder is not this: 
That J would walk with Thee 
But wonder of all wonders, Lord, 
That Thou wouldst walk with me / 


ye 
The Earthquake in Philadelphia 


“Earthquakes ... in divers “places” 
were one of the signs given by the Lord 
Jesus Christ in the Olivet discourse, of 
which he said, “When these things begin 
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up 
your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.” Perhaps Californians, and others 
more used to earthquakes, would 
scarcely have been roused from their 
sleep by what occurred in the vicinity 
of Philadelphia during the night of Au- 
gust 22. But the fact is, hundreds of 
people in the Philadelphia area qere 
awakened and startled on that night by 
three rumbling shocks. At least one 
striking incident occurred which has a 
lesson for Christian people. Miss Caro- 
lyn Stephan, Secretary of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, was awakened by the 
persistent rattling of a small metal 
plaque against a mirror in her room. As 
she sat up to see what the trouble was, 
these words on the plaque met her eyes, 
“Till He Come.” Miss Stephan could not 
help asking herself whether she would 
be entirely ready if the Lord Jesus 
should come at that moment. Only in 
the morning did she learn what had 


caused the disturbance. Every Christian 
knows the setting of these impressive 
words: “For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come” (1 Cor. 11: 
26). There are two things that we can 
do to be ready for his coming: trust in 
his atoning blood, which cleanses us 
from all sin; and “abide in him; that, 
when he shall appear, we may have con- 
fidence, and not be ashamed before him 
at his coming.” Are we ready? 


= 


Two Beggars 

It is better to be beggars in this 
world than in the next. Many who have 
been beggars in this world are praising 
God today in his presence, or will yet 
do so. Hannah of old spoke truly when 
she prayed in thanksgiving for what 
God had done for her: “He raiseth up 
the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up 
the beggar from the dunghill, to set them 
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“Thou Preparest a 


66 HOU preparest a table before me 
Te the presence of mine enemies.” 
The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall 
not lack victory over Satan and all the 
power of sin. This undoubtedly is the 
heart of the message contained in this 
picture of the shepherd’s preparing a 
table in the presence of the enemies of 
the sheep. The thought here is not so 
much the provision of food for the sheep, 
but the presence of the enemies — the 
serpents and scorpions, or even the lion 
and the bear— with the shepherd there 
to protect the sheep. How often Chris- 
tians long that Christ should prepare a 
table in the presence of the angels of 
God.* How often Christians long for a 
life of pleasantness and blessedness, with 
congenial friends, comfort without dan- 
ger. But the miracle of this Psalm of 
resurrection life is the perfect provision 
in the very midst of the enemy’s country. 
Satan is the prince of this world, the 
god of this age. But he is a defeated foe. 
“Greater is he that is in you than he that 
is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 
This victory over the enemy does not 
mean that we are sinless while we are in 





This is the second of three editorials con- 
densed from the new booklet, “‘The Lord Is 
My Shepherd,” by President Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin of Columbia Bible College. The boox- 
let may be ordered from the College, Colum- 
bia, S. C., at 25 cents a copy. 


among princes, and to make them inherit 
the throne of glory” (1 Sam. 2:8). There 
was a blind beggar to whom the Lord 
Jesus came, and everything was changed 
for him, for time and eternity, as he 
received both physical and _ spiritual 
sight. His neighbors exclaimed in 
amazement, “Is not this he that sat and 
begged?” (John 9:8.) Dr. Will H. 
Houghton, of the Moody Bible Institute, 
has called attention to a contrast be- 
tween two beggars. “The story of the 
rich man and Lazarus is the story of 
two beggars. One begged bread on earth, 
and the other begged water in hell.” The 
tragedy of it is that those who leave 
their begging until the next world can 
never have it satisfied, for between them 
and God himself there is “a great gulf 
fixed” (Luke 16:26). God wants us to 
plead with him for his best blessings 
now and here; to sit as beggars at his 
feet; and then we shall find, both here 
and hereafter, that “he is not a disap- 
pointment” but is the greatest of givers. 
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Table Before Me” 


this body. It does mean that when we 
are tempted, or when we are convicted 
of sin and failure, there is God’s pro- 
vision to give victory at that point by 
the power of his Spirit. 

“Thou anointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over.” The Lord is my 
Shepherd: I shall not want joy and the 
fullness of life. Christ was anomted 
with the oil of gladness above his fel- 
lows (Psa. 45:7). The anointing sym- 
bolizes great gladness, and also indi- 
cates power for service. We are to 
serve the Lord with gladness (Psa. 100: 
2). Our Shepherd gives joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory, and the fullness 
of power for service (1 Pet. 1:8). The 
cup running over is a picture of joy and 
of abundant supply of every need. He 
has come to give life more abundantly, 
overflowingly (John 10:10). This pre- 
pares the way for the closing cry of 
triumphant trust: 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall fol- 
low me all the days of my life.” The 
New Testament parallel to this testi- 
mony is in 2 Corinthians 2:14, “Thanks 
be unto God, who always leadeth us in 
triumph in Christ.” Are we reading 
it, “Goodness and mercy shall follow me 
every now and then,” or, “Goodness and 
mercy shall follow me most of the days 
of my life”? Goodness and mercy consti- 
tute the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Grace is more, infinitely more, than “un- 
merited favor.” It is God’s abounding 
favor toward those who merit the oppo- 
site. It includes mercy or loving-kind- 
ness toward sinners, and it includes 
“goodness,” that is, the supply of every 
need, for bankrupt lives. 

“And I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever.” As the fourth verse, 
concerning the valley of the shadow of 
death, is so often applied to death, so 
the closing sentence is nearly always 
applied to Heaven. After goodness and 
mercy follow us all the days of our life, 
then we dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever. That is certainly true; and it 
is a glorious prospect. But the Twenty- 
third Psalm is the Psalm of life, and 
there is a clear indication that this last 
sentence does not refer primarily to 
Heaven, or in any case is not to be 
limited to Heaven. In Psalm 27:4 Da- 
vid says, “One thing have I desired of 
the Lord, that will I seek after; that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord all 
the days of my life, to behold the beauty 
of the Lord, and to enquire in his tem- 
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ple.” The Twenty-third Psalm is a de- 
scription of the fullness of blessing to 
be found in the presence of the Lord as 
we dwell in his house all the days of our 
life here, and then continue with in- 
creasing joy and fullness unto the ages 
of the ages. The expression “for ever” 
in this verse means literally, “unto 
length of days,” and is not one of the 
words ordinarily used for “forever.” 


III. How THE SHEPHERD Does IT 


Two questions remain concerning this 
abundant, abounding resurrection life of 
the Twenty-third Psalm. The first ques- 
tion is: How does God actually accom- 
plish these things, and bring this victory 
to his children here and now, during 
their earthly pilgrimage, as they live in 
the presence of their enemies? 

There are two answers to this ques- 
tion. The first answer is found in the 
Twenty-second Psalm. If the “orphaned 
cry” of anguish: “My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” had never 
been uttered by the Son of God, then 
the words, “The Lord is my shepherd: 


(Continued on page 622) 
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Dr. Homrighausen and the Bible 


in THe Sunpay Scuoot Trmes of Febru- 
ary 19 Ernest Gordon gives the impression 
that Dr. E. S. Homrighausen is not fun- 
damental in his theology. 


We have carefully read Dr. Homrig- 
hausen’s article, “The Bible Today,” in 
The Presbyterian for March 24. To us 
this sounds as though Dr. Homrighausen 
really believes the Bible is the Word of 


We would like your opinion, for my 
wife and I are privates in the rear ranks 
of the Presbyterian Church of the U. S. A., 
and have been upset by so much pub- 
licity of arguments in its church affairs.— 
A Pennsylvania layman. 


After several readings of the article 
“The Bible Today,” by Dr. Homrighausen, 
in The Presbyterian, some points are not 
yet clear to me. I’m appealing to you 
to clarify some points in his article which 
leave me in doubt as to his real meaning. 


The uncertain attitude of the author 
and his seemingly conflicting statements 
cause one to wonder if the students in 
his classes will gain a clear and compre- 
hensive understanding of what is true 
theology.—A confused Presbyterian. 


In the “Survey” in the Times of Feb- 
ruary 19 Mr. Gordon quoted from Dr. 
Homrighausen’s book, “Christianity in 
America,” the statement that few intelli- 
gent Protestants can believe that the 
Bible “contains no historical discrep- 
ancies, no antiquated scientific assump- 
tions, nor even bad ethical standards.” 
As Dr. Homrighausen last year was 
elected to the chair of Christian Educa- 
tion in Princeton Theological Seminary, 
his view of the Bible is important to 
many. 

His article in The Presbyterian of 
March 24 was written, at the request of 
the editor of that paper, as an answer by 
Dr. Homrighausen to the troubled and 
severe criticisms of statements in his 
book from which Mr. Gordon quoted in 
these columns. But it is not a satisfying 


or convincing answer. it is true that 
the new Princeton professor. says: 
“Statements made by me personally, and 
by others of like mind, a few years 
ago, have been misunderstood, and had 
we to express ourselves again in writ- 
ing, we would exercise greater caution 
in the choice of words, not for the sake 
of diplomacy, but because we have 
grown in grace and knowledge.” But 
he apparently expresses regret, here, 
merely for the “choice of words” that 
he used, and he does not disavow or 
repudiate the substance of his earlier re- 


‘grettable statements in denial of the in- 


spired inerrancy of the Bible. It is plain 
that he still denies the inspired inerrancy 
and infallibility of the original Scrip- 
tures. 

Dr. Homrighausen’s recent article con- 
tains a number of statements which, 
taken by themselves and detached from 
other statements in the same article, 
sound reassuring. Thus he says of the 
Bible: 


There is no message in any religion of 
the world like unto this. It is God’s 
message, and therefore it cannot be.called 
a religion of man’s own making. It is 
revealed and God-given. . 


No man’ dare say that only certain 
parts of the Bible constitute the Word 
of God. The Bible is a totality. Be- 
sides, such arbitrary hurnan selection is 
sheer arrogance, and ends in making man 
a determiner of what is God’s Word and 
what is not. 

But Dr. Homrighausen does not believe 
that the whole Bible—that is, all the 
original Scriptures —is the inspired and 
inerrant or infallible Word of God, with- 
out mistake or error at any point what- 
soever, whether in its historical records, 
its statements of fact, its statements 
touching upon scientific phenomena and 
truth, as well as in its statements of re- 
vealed spiritual truth. Plainly, while 
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he believes that the Bible contains 
unique and revealed spiritual truth, 
given to the writers of the Bible by the 
Holy Spirit, and within the reach of 
man in no other way and found in no 
other book, he believes also that in other 
matters the Bible is not inerrant or infal- 
lible but is blemished by mistakes on 
the part of its human writers. 

Thus he says: “Differences in detail 
do not impair the witness of the Bible 
to its central theme. It is enough that 
the Bible witnesses authoritatively to 
God’s revelation.” This emphasis on the 
“central theme” is significant, as is the 
statement that there may be “differences 
[that is, contradictions] in detail.” Thus 
Dr. Homrighausen holds that, while the 
central theme of the Bible is God’s re- 
vealed truth, there are differences, mis- 
takes, contradictions in other details of 
the Book. 

Again: “And that revelation is not in 
the realm of scientific phenomena, but 
in the realm of human sin and redemp- 
tion.” So he thinks that the Bible’s de- 
scription of scientific phenomena may be 
mistaken, but not its revelation of sin 
and redemption. But if the Bible is 
mistaken on some less important matters, 
how can we be sure that it is infallible 
on the most important matters? 


“Bible history,” says Dr. Homrig- 
hausen, “must be real and substantially 
accurate history, especially where that 
history is closely related to the theme of 
revelation.” The word “substantially,” 
a favorite one with Modernists and de- 
structive critics of the Bible, gives away 
the whole case for inspired inerrancy. 
It would not be complimentary to a man 
to say that he is “substantially” honest, 
especially in his most important rela- 
tions. It is not complimentary to the 
Word of God to say that it gives us 
“substantially accurate history.” 

The same weakening word of denial 
is used in the Princeton professor’s state- 
ment: “The Holy Spirit guided holy 
men who recorded these events so that 
in substance [italics are the Editor’s] 
they truthfully witness to God’s active 
Word.” Why “in substance”? Why does 
he not say, “The Holy Spirit guided 
holy men who recorded these events so 
that always and infallibly they witnessed 
to God’s active Word?” But Dr. Hom- 
righausen does not believe that. 

It is well known that Modernists often 
resort to a shrewd, intentional use of 
words that soften or, if they can, con- 
ceal the author’s real meaning. This 
euphemistic use of language is a common 
practice among those who are reluctant 
to have their real position clearly known. 
Thus Dr. Homrighausen says: 

Be careful of those who make the Bible 

a fetish ! We do not think this was God’s 
intention. The Bible takes on the same 
lowliness and meekness with which the 
Son of God walked the earth, dwelling 
amongst us. Whatever relativities are to 
be found in the Bible as regards sub- 
ordinate details are still further 
evidences of His grace that stoops to 
meet man’s shame. 

The pleasant and academic word 
“relativities” _means, of course, “mis- 
takes” or “imperfections.” And Dr. Hom- 
righausen outrages Christian intelligence 
by intimating that such mistakes as he 
and other Modernists suppose are in the 

(Continued on page 629) 




















Lesson for September 18 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


- 


¥ 619 














Overcoming the Dropping Out of Boys dnd: Girls. g 


Showing that, with God's help, it can be done, 
but that sacrificial service is required 
! 


By Edgar T. Reeves 











schools, we in our school suffered a 

continual drain of Senior and Inter- 
mediate scholars, the majority of losses 
being boys. About four years ago a class 
of Intermediate boys became leaderless 
and were in danger of breaking up for 
lack of care, and there came to me a 
definite sense of divine leading and an 
urge to offer to take over the work of 
teaching this class. This was quite a 
change from leading an adult Bible class, 
and meant harder work and more sac- 
rifice. The call was insistent, and some- 
what hesitatingly I volunteered for the 
undertaking that has given me more 
joy than any other Christian work I 
have ever attempted. 

I commenced this work with a realiza- 
tion of the responsibility involved, and 
resolved that I must continually seek 
God’s guidance and help in order that 
these boys might be claimed for my 
Lord and Master and enlisted in his 
service. 


|: COMMON with many other Sunday 


Organizing the Class 


Our comparatively small suburban 
church was lamentably short of young 
men, and God gave me a vision of this 
group of boys as they might be in three 
or four years’ time. With the counsel 
and co-operation of the pastor, and with 
the sympathy and prayers of the super- 
intendent, a plan was launched, a new 
plan to us. 

I met the class, and suggested that we 
organize as a Bible class with officers 
elected from their own members. This 
was an innovation and a novelty eagerly 
adopted. President, vice-president, sec- 
retary, and treasurer were elected, and 
it was decided to hold regular class 
meetings on week-night evenings. At 
the suggestion of the members these 
meetings were to be held in various 
homes. 

God had shown me that if boys and 
girls were to be won for Christ through 
the Sunday school, it would never be 
by giving one meager hour or less of 
instruction on Sunday. I resolved there- 
fore that I would give all the time, 
prayer, and thought to the class that God 
led me to give. 

We decided to distinguish our class 
with a name, and from the names sug- 
gested we became “The Seekers,” with 
Matthew 6:33 for our motto text (“But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you”). Our Sunday les- 
son periods are open for questions and 
discussion of difficulties, and while this 
procedure occasionally leads us far away 
from the lesson as prepared, I know that 
often these diversions have been directed 
and blessed by the Hol Spirit. For 
some time there was a lack of initiative 
in these discussions, until we adopted 
the practice of selecting different mem- 
bers to study the lesson with the object 


A first prize of twenty dollars was 
awarded to Mr. Reeves for this arti- 
cle in the Prize Contest. 


When a successful plan has been 
hammered out on the anvil of ex- 
perience, it is encouraging to other 
Sunday school workers to know 
about it. How many Sunday school 
teachers and superintendents will be 
familiar with such classes as that 
described by Mr. Reeves, which “be- 
came leaderless and was in danger 
of breaking up”! Yet out of that 
seemingly hopeless situation victory 
was wrought not only for the class 
but also in other classes in the 
school. Mr. Reeves tells just how it 
was done, stressing especially the 
following points: 


Organization of classes 
Urging decisions for Christ 
Gaining the confidence of parents 
Wholesome social and outdoor activities 








of presenting their difficulties for discus- 
sion and solution on the following Sun- 
day. We have abstained from mixing 
Sunday lesson periods with the week- 
night activities, confining ourselves on 
Sunday to an announcment of the eve- 
ning meetings. 


The Week-Night Programs 


Our week-night programs are arranged 
for three months ahead, and are very 
varied in character. The president opens 
the proceedings, and every meeting, 
whether devotional or social, is opened 
and closed with prayer. The boys were 
advised as to the proper procedure, and 
now almost every one of them is able 
quietly and confidently to lead a meet- 
ing. Originally every alternate meet- 
ing was of a social character in which 
games and contests took a large place. 
Missionary talks, evenings on the proph- 
ecies of the Bible, a Scripture quiz on 
some portion that has been studied are 
all popular programs. As opportunity 
occurs we invite some live, consecrated 
young man to come and give us an in- 
spirational message. We also indulge in 
an occasional debate, which is always 
an opening for lively discussion. These 
meetings had not been long under way 
before the boys themselves suggested 
that we cut down on the socials and have 
more devotional and instructional meet- 
ings. 

I have made it a point from the be- 
ginning to call at the homes of absentees, 
and this brought me in touch with the 
parents, gave me opportunities of pass- 
ing on some message of inspiration and 
encouragement from God’s Word, and led 
to some blessed experiences and warm 
friendships. An interest in the welfare 
of the boys and girls makes a quick and 
lasting entry into the hearts of most 
parents. 


Invitation socials are occasionally ar- 
ranged for parents when short in- 
spirational talks are given, and the boys 
take part in the programs, In the sum- 
mer months picnics, boat trips, beach 
parties, and other outings are held, and 
never have these been marred by any- 
thing that would bring shame upon the 
name of our Master. It must not be 
thought that any of the members, in- 
cluding the leader, are blest (?) with an 
excess of this world’s goods,—in fact, 
the reverse is true. The cost of these sim- 
ple social affairs is never very high and 
is borne by the group as a whole, accord- 
ing as they are able. 

These activities produced a measure of 


. friendly rivalry and emulation on the 


part of the girls’ classes, and similar 
movements have been started among 
them, and today there is in our Sunday 
school a group of happy, consecrated 
girls whose chief desire is to present 
themselves “living sacrifices, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God.” 

“The Seekers” are well along in their 
fourth year now, and there is so much 
to thank God for that time and space 
will not permit to tell the half. When 
the class was organized, one or two of 
the boys had professed faith in Christ; 
but they were not working at it. Now 
we have a group of young men who are 
serving Christ and studying for fuller 
service. Those mentioned have been re- 
vived, and others are rejoicing, having 
been gloriously saved. There are still 
those who are halting between two opin- 
ions, but who, we believe, are not far 
from the Kingdom. 


Have There Been Any “Casualties”? 


We have sorrowfully to confess to 
some “casualties” during this time. In ad- 
dition to some who have removed from 
the district and whom we try to pass 
on to some other church, there are three 
of our class who have dropped out; but 
the boys refuse to consider them a total 
loss. They have organized a weekly 
prayer meeting among themselves and, 
among their other requests, they con- 
stantly pray for the return of these 
wanderers, not forgetting to use every 
opportunity to persuade them. They are 
having wonderful answers to prayer, and 
continually proving God’s faithfulness 
for themselves. The cutting down of 
loss among the girls in our school is 
equally encouraging, and we have now 
a group of real Christian young people 
who are prepared for any service to 
which God may call them. 

Two of “The Seekers” have recently 
been drafted out as Sunday school 
teachers for Junior boys’ classes, and 
are now preparing to carry on the good 
work. “The Seekers” have arranged to 
start these Juniors off with a social eve- 
ing and to help them to become organ- 
ized. Both these new teachers were 
born again while in the class. Our 
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superintendent is now rejoicing in a 
supply of teaching material such as he 
has probably never had before in twen- 
ty-five years (I am quoting him). The 
pastor having recently started a teacher- 
training class, most of these young folk 
are taking advantage of this opportunity 
of preparation. Prayer for revival is 
ever welling up from young hearts, and 
the Lord is leading a number of them 
out in canvassing work in the district. 
Directed and led by the pastor, they 
are going out two by two on Sunday 
afternoons, from house to house, seek- 
ing children who have no Sunday school 
connection. They leave a printed invi- 
tation with a selection of Scripture por- 
tions on the inside, which clearly outline 
the “Way of Life.” Good results from 
this work are apparent already. 

In closing, I would mention briefly an 
incident that throws a happy sidelight 
on the power of Christ in young lives. 
We are encouraging the boys to play 
cricket in Canada, and I have been meet- 
ing a group of Christian boys on summer 
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evenings for practice. I have had the 
assistance of two experienced players in 
coaching. Leaving the ground one eve- 
ning, one of these men remarked, “That 
is the queerest bunch of boys I ever had 
to deal with.” Right on the defensive, I 
inquired his meaning. “Well,” he said, 
“the only time they get into a dispute or 
argument is when they are trying to 
prove that it is the other fellow’s turn 
to bat.” The other coach laughed and 
said, “You’re not used to them yet, I’ve 
been with them two seasons, and I’ve 
never heard them scrap yet, so I never 
expect anything else.” This is putting 
into practice the injunction of Paul in 
Philippians, chapter 2:3, “Let each es- 
teem other better than themselves.” 

Oh, yes, they are very human, and 
they love to guy one another unmerci- 
fully over wild batting and wilder bowl- 
ing and especially over dropped catches, 
but it is all good-humored, and they 
can certainly “take it” in the same 
spirit. 

The interested reader will have ob- 
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served the following points as effective 
in obtaining results: 


1. The organization of classes of 
girls and boys so that they have not 
only individual interest but responsi- 
bilities. 

2. Making personal contacts and tact- 
fully using every opportunity to urge 
decision for Christ, and then to point 
out ways of service for him. 

3. Entering into their home life and 
gaining the confidence and co-opera- 
tion of parents. 

4. Joining in and directing their so- 
cial and outdoor activities where pos- 
sible. 


Our experience is that by the guidance 
of God’s Holy Spirit and with his help, 
our boys and girls may be kept from 
drifting away; but effective Sunday 
school teaching demands sacrificial serv- 
ice. Is it worth while to spend and be 
spent in order that girls and boys may 
be brought to Christ? 


VANCOUVER, B. C. 














“In the House of the Lord’ —a Service for Rally Day 


An invitation in Scriptural language to altend , 
Sunday school and church 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 














OPENING VERSES: 


Leader—“I was glad when they said unto 
me, Let us go into the house of the 
Lord” (Psa. 122:1). 

“Blessed is the man whom thou 
choosest, and causest to approach unto 
thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: 
we shall be satisfied with the good- 
ness of thy house, even of thy holy 
temple” (Psa. 65:4). 


OPENING PRAYER. 


OpenING Hymn—“Lord, as Thy Holy 
Temple We Have Sought.” 


(Tune, “Abide with Me.”) 


Lord, as Thy holy temple we have sought, 
Oft of Thy loving kindness have we 
thought; 
And with united voices now we raise 
Songs of thanksgiving and_ rejoicing 
praise. : 
Lord, in this temple sacred to Thy name, 
Thy power and greatness we would still 
proclaim, 

Bring Thee our sacrifice of joy and praise, 

And hymns to magnify Thy glory raise. 

Lord, in this temple where Thou deign’st 
to meet 

With those who worship humbly at Thy 
feet, 

For Thine exceeding majesty we‘raise 

Our reverent hearts in high and holy 
praise. 

God’s House — a House Where We 
Should Go 


ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader— 
What does God of His own house say, 
Which all His children should obey? 

Boys—“Unto the place which the Lord 
your God shall choose . . . to put his 
name there, . .. thither thou shalt 
come” (Deut. 12:5). 


Girls—“Enter into his sanctuary, which 
he hath sanctified” (2 Chron. 30:8). 


Leader— 

And toward His house, does He reveal 
How He would have His children feel? 
Boys—“Ye shall . . . reverence my sanc- 
tuary: I am the Lord” (Lev. 26:2). 


Girls—“The Lord is in his holy temple” 
(Psa. 11:4). 
“Let all the inhabitants of the world 
stand in awe of him” (Psa. 33:8). 


Primary Hymn—‘“To Every Little Child 
of His.” 


(Tune, “It Came upon the Midnight 
Clear.’’) 


To every little child of His 
God gives a blessing here, 
As to His house and to His heart 
He bids them all draw near; 
That, as they gather at His call, 
In this His holy place, 
They may be learning more and more 
Of His great love and grace. 


From every little child of His, 
God longs for love and praise, 

And with rejoiciig hears the songs 
Their happy voices raise, 

As they, now gathered at His call, 
Within this holy place, 

Praise Him and thank Him once again 
For His great love and grace. 


God’s House —a House for All 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


And does God to His house invite 

None but the great in wealth and might? 
Boys—“Thus saith the Lord, . . . Mine 

house shall be called an house of 

prayer for all people” (Isa. 56:1, 7). 


Girls—“The Lord hath called every one” 
(3 Cor: 7:37. 


Boys—“All the ends of the world shall 
remember and turn unto the Lord: and 
all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee” (Psa. 22:27). ~ 


Girls—“The God of the whole earth shall 
he be called” (Isa. 54:5). 


God’s House —a House of Prayer 
Leader— 


What would God have us always do 
Each time we seek His house anew? 


Boys—“Thou shalt make thy prayer unto 
him, and he shall hear thee” (Job 22: 
27). 


Girls—“Thus saith the Lord, ... Mine 
house shall be called an house of 
prayer” (Isa. 56:1, 7). 

School—“The Lord . . . said, . . . Mine 
eyes shall be open, and mine ears at- 
tent unto the prayer that is made in 
this place” (2 Chron. 7:12, 15). 


JUNIOR ExercisE—‘Help from the Sanc- 
tuary.” 


1. T'was to God’s house that Hannah came, 
And weeping made her prayer, 
And went in faith, her tears all dried, 

For she’d found comfort there. 


2. In God’s house Hezekiah prayed, 
Of threats of foes aware; 
And as he trusted God, he found 
New strength and courage there. 


3. In God’s house was small Joash hid, 
Who to the throne was heir; 
ae sites grave danger threatened 
im, 
He found his safety there. 
4. The priest Hilkiah, in God’s house 
He’d started to repair, 
A long-lost and forgotten book, 
God’s holy law, found there. 


5. And David gladly sought God’s house, 
God’s praises to declare, 
And in devotion to his Lord, - 
His highest joy found there. 


6. When Zacharias iri God’s house 
In service took his share, 
He heard God’s angel speak, and found 
God’s promised blessing there. 


7. To God’s house, lame and blind folks 
came, 
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For whom none seemed to care; 
But Christ was present, and they found 
In Him their healing there. 


8. Old Simeon and Anna came 
Oft to God’s house for prayer; 
And one day, with great joy, they found 
God’s own Messiah there. 

9. “The Lord hear thee in the day of 
trouble; . . . send thee help from the 
sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of 
Zion” (Psa. 20:1, 2). 


God’s House —a House of Praise 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


And is there aught beside true prayer 
That God would have us bring Him 
there? 
Boys—“Enter into his gates with thanks- 
giving, and into his courts with praise” 
(Psa. 100: 4). 


Girls—“Ye that stand in the house of the 
Lord, in the courts of the house of our 
God, praise the Lord; for the Lord is 
good” (Psa. 135: 2, 3). 


Boys—“Praise God 
(Psa. 150:1). 


Girls—“Exalt him also in the congrega- 
tion of the people, and praise him in 
the assembly of the elders” (Psa. 107: 
32). 


JuNIoR Hymn—“Praise Him for His 
Greatness” 


(Tune, “Who Is on the Lord’s Side?’) 


Praise Him for His greatness, 
For His power and might, 

Who hath formed and fashioned 
Starry worlds of light, 

Who hath robed in beauty 
Every wayside flower. 

Praise the great Creator 
For His matchless power. 


in his sanctuary” 


Chorus 


Praise Him for His greatness, 
Praise Him for His grace, 
Chanting sweet hosannas 
In His holy place. 


Praise Him for His mighty, 
All-controlling hand, 
Guiding stars and planets 
O’er the paths He planned, 
Ruling times and seasons 
By all-wise design. 
Praise the sovereign Ruler 


For His reign divine. (Cho.) + 


Praise Him for His bounty, 
Lavished from on high, 
For His whole creation 
Full and rich supply; 
That He ne’er forgetteth 
One wee bird of air. 
Praise the wondrous Giver 
For His ceaseless care. (Cho.) 


Praise Him for His goodness, 
For His saving grace, 
Who, in love unmeasured 
For our sinful race, 
Has by His own life-blood 
Our redemption bought. 
Praise the mighty Saviour 
For salvation wrought. (Cho.) 


Primary ExercisE—“Praise in God’s 


Temple.” 


1. When the children sang Christ’s praises 

In the temple long ago, 

Jesus said the heavenly Father 
Loved indeed to have it so, 

And we now would bring our praises 
At our Saviour’s feet to lay, 

Knowing Christ still counts them pre- 

cious 

In His Father’s house today. 


2. “Praise the Lord; for the Lord is 
good” (Psa. 135:3). 

3. “Because thy lovingkindness is better 
than life, my lips shall praise thee” 
(Psa. 63:3). 
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4. “I will ... praise thy name for thy 
lovingkindness and for thy truth” 
(Psa. 138:2). 


5. “My heart trusted in him, and I am 
helped: therefore ... with my song 
will I praise him” (Psa. 28:7). 


6. “I will praise thee, O Lord, ... for 
thy mercy is great” (Psa. 57:9, 
10). 

7. “I will praise thee: for thou... art 
become my salvation” (Psa. 118: 
31). 

8. “Praise him for his mighty acts” 
(Psa. 150:2). 


9. “So will we sing and praise thy 
power” (Psa. 21:13). 


10. “I will praise thy name; for thou hast 
done wonderful things” (Isa. 25:1). 


11. “All thy works shall praise thee, O 
Lord” (Psa. 145:10). 


12. “Let every thing that hath breath 
praise the Lord. Praise ye the 
Lord” (Psa. 150:6). 


God’s House —a House of His Presence 
SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 


And will the Lord himself be there, 
When we come to His house of prayer? 


Boys—“The Lord is in his holy temple” 
(Psa. 11:4). 


Girls—And Jesus said, “Where two or 
three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them” 
(Matt. 18:20). 


Hymn—‘“Across the Portal of God’s 
House.” 


(Tune, “Saviour, Again to Thy Dear 
Name We Raise.’’) 


Across the portal of God’s house we find 

A welcome written there for all mankind; 

For God Himself hath said, ‘‘Mine house 
I call 

In very truth a house of prayer for all.” 


Upon the threshold of God’s house of 
prayer, 

A word of solemn, 
there. 

“With reverence shall ye enter,” God hath 
said, 

“°Tis holy ground, the place whereon ye 
tread.” 


high command is 


About the house of God, the walls that 
stand, 

Built as the Architect divine hath planned, 

Are called “Salvation,” by God’s mercy 
brought, 

And at a countless cost and labor wrought. 


Above the gates of God’s blest house are 
found 

Exultant words, 
sound, — 

“To God the Lord, who here hath put His 
name, 

Praise, laud, and honor be with loud ac- 
claim.” 


INTERMEDIATE ExercisE—“The Sanctuary 
God Planned.” 


1. In the house of the Lord that was built 
long ago. 

And which God had Himself wholly 
planned, 

He made everything in it a symbol and 


that ring with joyous 


sign 
Of His promised Messiah to stand. 


2. In that old Tabernacle, 
one door, 
As an entrance to God's holy place; 
And Christ said He himself was for all 
men of earth 
The one Way to God’s presence and 
grace. 


there was but 


3. There were white linen curtains, that, 
hanging about, 
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Made it all clean and pure there 
within, 
As a sign of Christ’s holiness, perfect 
indeed, 
Marred by naught of uncleanness or 
sin. 


4. And the seven-branched candlestick was 
the one light, 
Dispelling the darkness, that shone; 
And Christ came in earth’s darkness, to 
be its one Light, 
As none can be but Jesus alone. 


5. Bread, prepared with great care, was in 
that sacred place, 
On a golden-topped table outspread; 
And Christ is the true Bread sent from 
Heaven above, 
That the life of man’s soul should be 
fed. 


6. There a laver stood also, 
in which 
Stains and soil might be cleansed 
every day; 
And ‘tis Christ, by His shed blood, who 
cleanses our souls, 
And the stain of our sin takes away. 


7. At the Ark, in the Holy of holies, God 
met 
With His priest, at the blest mercy- 
seat; 
And through Christ is God’s mercy and 
love shown to men, 
And in Him only, God and man meet. 


with water, 


8. And that Holy of holies, where God's 
presence dwelt, 
Was barred off by a veil, which was 
rent 
When Christ died; and thus opened for 
all men the way 
Unto God, as for this Christ was sent. 


9. There the innocent lambs on an altar 
were slain, 
And atonement for sinners thus made; 
But ’twas Christ, as God’s Lamb, who 
was slain for us all, 
= on Him that our sins were all 
aid. 


10. Thus the old Tabernacle to men pro- 
claimed Christ, 
For whose coming their hearts longed 
and thrilled; 
And when Christ came at last, God 
among men to dwell, . 
Every symbol and sign He fulfilled. 


CLOSING VERSES: 


Leader—“Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to you” (Jas. 4:8). 


“Having an high priest over the 
house of God; let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith” 
(Heb. 10:21, 22). 


“But it is good... to draw near to 
God” (Psa. 73:28). 


CLosinc Hymn—“To Thine Own House,- 
O Lord.” 


(Tune, “I Hear Thy Welcome Voice.”) 


To Thine own house, O Lord, 
Our joyful feet have sped, 

And to Thyself our thoughts and hearts 
Have all been upward led. 

Grant, our Father-God, 
We may ne’er forget 

Thee, whose face we here have sought, 
And here have truly met. 


With waiting hearts, O God, 
Ere we Thy courts shall leave, 
We humbly bow before Thy throne, 
Thy blessing to receive. 
O Thou Lord of love, 
Leave us not, we pray, 
But be with us still to bless 
Upon our homeward way. 


Though from Thy house, O Lord, 
We may depart today, 
Grant that from out Thy sheltering fold 
Our feet may never stray. 
Wheresoe’er we go, 
Then shall all be well, 
Till within Thy house above 
At last we safely dwell. 


BENEDICTION. 
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Increasing Our Enrollment and Attendance 


Two of the articles submitted in the Prize Contest on this subject, which while not 
winning prizes, are well worth the attention cf Sunday school workers 

















Gold Stars and a Silver Cup 
By Arthur Grindley 


ERE is a plan that we have used for 
some months in the Primary Depart- 
ment of the Olivet Baptist Sunday 


School, Calgary, to increase our enroll- ° 


ment and attendance. It has brought 
results far beyond our expectations. We 
give a gold star to each boy or girl who 
brings in a new member, and for bring- 
ing back a former member we give one 
mark; if they bring back three former 
pupils that counts as one new member 
or a gold star. 

A card is put upon the wall with the 
names of the boys and girls who have 
brought anyone to Sunday school, and 
a star or mark placed opposite their 
names. At the end of a set period of 
time, the first two with the highest num- 
ber of stars are each awarded a suit- 
able prize. 

Over a period of four months, we are 
happy to say, we increased our attend- 
ance practically 50 per cent. In Septem- 
ber we had 35 on our roll, in December 
we had 65, and we had to add three new 
teachers to our number. 

The boys and girls have been most 
enthusiastic, and they feel they have a 
part in building up their Sunday school. 
We have boys and girls who are now 
regular attendants, who had never been 
in a Sunday school before, just because 
some boy or girl has asked them to 
come along with them. I might add we 
do not consider a child a member until 
he has attended for three consecutive 
Sundays. 

Along with this plan, we have a small 
silver cup which is presented to the class 
with the best attendance, the same period 
of time being allowed for this plan as 
for the increased. enrollment plan. 

A card is also put up on the wall with 
the names of the class, the enrollment, 
and the number present each Sunday. 
Each class is striving hard to be the 
winner, and the boys and girls urge 
each other to be present every Sunday. 
In the event of a boy or girl being ab- 
sent an absentee card is sent to them, 
or they are visited by their teacher. 

This plan seems to have solved our 
problem of the dropping out of the chil- 
dren; as in the case of a member being 
away it has been through sickness or 
some unavoidable circumstance. 


CALGARY, ALBERTA, CAN. 
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New Members and Missions 
By John B. Kievit 


WE ALWAYS endeavored to present 
a worth-while program in our gen- 
eral exercises and classes, in the Grace 
Church Sunday School, Passaic, N. J., but 
we were not reaching our child constit- 


uency properly, although new members 
would come in occasionally. Prayerfully 
we adopted the following plans in an ef- 
fort to increase enrollment: 


1. A NEw MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM 
2. A MISSIONARY PROGRAM 


Under the first plan we offered a re- 
ward within reach of every member. 
Should a scholar bring two new mem- 
bers, a New Testament would be 
awardeg; if four members were added to 
the roll, a suitable Bible would be the 
reward. The newcomer must come for 
a period of three weeks. During that 
time it rested upon the teachers and staff 
to make the newcomer thoroughly wel- 
come, and to make such an interesting 
presentation of the Gospel that he would 
want to continue to attend. This plan 
has the advantage of being perennially 
acceptable, and no slump is encountered 
such as is generally experienced after an 
attendance contest of almost any other 
type. 

In the school Christ is given the pre- 
eminence, and, praise God, a good many 
scholars have found him as their Sav- 
iour. To this end as well as to develop 
an interest in others, “which are not of 
this fold,” we entered upon a vital mis- 
sionary program (point 2 above). Under 
this plan we at first had an arrangement 
whereby those having birthdays during 
any given week would bring pennies — 
to the extent of their age—to a mis- 
sionary barrel. This plan, however, was 
later included in another through the 
efforts of our missionary chairman. The 
birthday idea is still continued, and as 
the youngsters bring pennies a birthday 
chorus they select is sung in their honor. 

Further, however, each class was as- 
signed a missionary for whom they 
prayed and with whom they corre- 
sponded. We had periodic intervals for 
the mailing of letters, and on such occa- 
sions a huge mailbox was brought in at 
assembly and letters were posted to the 
different quarters of the world, and fol- 
lowed by the prayers of the staff and 
scholars. As letters from abroad were 
received, they would be read, always in 
class and occasionally in assembly. 

Also a missionary bulletin board was 
erected on which were placed pictures of 
the different brethren for whom “prayer 
was wont to be made.” Pictures of dif- 
ferent activities on the fields were also 
posted as well as maps showing the vari- 
ous parts of the world in which our mis- 
sionary interests were centered. 

As we are in the metropolitan area, 
most of our missionary friends were 
available for speaking engagements 
when on furlough. Thus, we came to 
know personally and intimately those 
for whom we were praying and giving. 
We secure such speakers approximately 
once every quarter. This plan resulted 
in greatly increased missionary offerings 
every Sunday morning and at special 
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times, such as Children’s Day and Rally 
Day. During the last year approximately 
$300 was raised for foreign missions by 
the school, and we hope to make the fig- 
ure $500 before the close of the next 
school year. How heart-warming were 
the stories from abroad telling us that 
the funds sent by our school often ar- 
rived just in time for a special need and 
in response to prayer. As a result of 
this missionary interest there are Sun- 
day schools on some of the foreign fields 
named for our little school. 

As a result of these plans our school 
grew approximately fifty per cent in a 
year and a half. 

Passaic, N. J. 

ve 


“Thou Preparest a 
Table before Me” 


(An editorial, from the second page) 


I shall not want,” never could have been 
uttered by any man. = The first step 
toward enjoying the provision of the 
Psalm of life is to receive eternal life 
through faith in the crucified and risen 
Saviour. It is the death and resurrec- 
tion of Christ set forth in Psalm Twenty- 
two that make possible for us the Chris- 
tian life set forth in the Twenty-third 
Psalm. 

The second answer to the question, 
How does the Shepherd supply our 
needs? is, through the Holy Spirit. 

When we accept Christ, and the sacri- 
fice he: has made for us, we are born 
of the Spirit, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit we are united with Christ. 
The two sides of God’s provision there- 
fore are these: Christ for us, and Christ 
in us. Christ died on the cross for us, 
and rose again for us. Now he lives 
within us, and this miracle is needed 
for the supplying of all those needs pic- 
tured in the Twenty-third Psalm. 

“How beautiful! Can you do it?” 
These were the words of an intelligent 
Chinese who heard for the first time 
a message on the Christian life. Our 
second question is, “How may we enter 
into the victory so fully provided by 
God?” This brings us back to our first 
question concerning the Twenty-third 
Psalm, “Do you believe it?” 


IV. How WE ENTER IN 

Every true Christian has the supply 
of riches of the Twenty-third Psalm. 
Why is he not enjoying it? There are 
just two things that can keep a Chris- 
tian from enjoying Christ’s abundant 
provision for him in the present moment. 
‘One is the failure to yield himself unto 
God. If there is something he is con- 
sciously holding back, then he has a 
controversy with the Lord, and cannot 
know the joy and peace that are his 
until he yields. But a large number of 
Christians have yielded to the utmost of 
their conscious thought. They would 
hold nothing back from the Lord. They 
would be ready to die for him. Yet they 
are, like Martha, anxious and troubled 
about many things. They have not found 
the secret of the one thing that is need- 
ful, the blessing of the Twenty-third 
Psalm. The reason is, they do not be- 
lieve the Twenty-third Psalm. 


(To be concluded next week) 
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LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 18. JONATHAN: COURAGEOUS FRIENDSHIP 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 14: 1-46; 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 
23:15-18; 2 Samuel 1:17-27; printed text, 1 Samuel 20: 4-17 


Golden Text.—A friend loveth at all times.— Prov. 17:17a 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Samuel 20:4-17 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 Sam. 20:4 Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever thy 
soul desireth, I will even do it for thee. 

5 And David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to morrow is the new 
moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king at meat: but 
let me go, that I may hide myself in the field unto the third day 
at even. 

6 If thy father at all miss me, then say, David earnestly asked 
leave of me that he might run to Beth-iehem his city: for there 
is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family. 

7 If he say thus, It is well; thy servant shall have peace: but 
if he be very wroth, then be sure that evil is determined by 
him. 

8 Therefore thou shalt deal kindly with thy servant; for thou 
hast brought thy servant into a covenant of the Lorp with thee: 
notwithstanding, if there be in me iniquity, slay me _ thyseif; 
for why shouldest thou bring me to thy father? 

9 And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee: for if I knew cer- 
tainly that evil were determined by my father to come upon 
thee, then would not I tell it thee? 

10 Then said David to Jonathan, Who shall tell me? or what if 
thy father answer thee roughly? 

11 And Jonathan said unto David, Come, and let us go out into 
the field. And they went out both of them into the field. 

12 And Jonathan said unto David, O Lorp God of Israel, when 
I have sounded my father about to morrow any time, or the 
third day, and, behold, if there be good toward David, and I 
then send not unto thee, and shew it thee; 

13 The Lorpv do so and much more to Jonathan: but if it 
please my father to do thee evil, fhen I will shew it thee, and 
send thee away, that thou mayest go in peace: and the Lorp 
be with thee, as he hath been with my father. 

14 And thou shalt not only while yet I live shew me the 
kindness of the Lorp, that I die not: 

15 But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house 
for ever: no, not when the Lorp hath cut off the enemies of 
David every one from the face of the earth. 

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, 
saying, Let the Lorp even require it at the hand of David's 
enemies. 

17 And Jonathan caused David to swear again, because he 
loved him: for he loved him as he loved his own soul. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 Sam. 20:4 Then said Jonathan unto David, 1 Whatsoever thy 
soul *desireth, I will even do it for thee. 5 And David said 
unto Jonathan, Behold, to-morrow is the new moon, and I should 
not fail to sit with the king at meat: but let me go, that I 
may hide myself in the field unto the third day at even. 6 If 
thy father miss me at all, then say, David earnestly asked leave 
of me that he might run to Beth-lehem his city; for it is the 
yearly sacrifice there for all the family. 7 If he say thus, It is 
well; thy servant shall have peace: but if he be wroth, then 
know that evil is determined by him. 8 Therefore deal kindly 
with thy servant; for thou hast brought thy servant into a 
covenant of Jehovah with thee: but if there be in me iniquity, 
slay me thyself; for why shouldest thou bring me to thy father? 
9 And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee; for if I should at all 
know that evil were determined by my father to come upon 
thee, then would not I tell it thee? 10 Then said David to Jonathan, 
Who shall tell me if perchance thy father answer thee roughly? 
11 And Jonathan said unto David, Come, and let us go out into 
the field. And they went out both of them into the field. 

12 And Jonathan said unto David, Jehovah, the God of Israel, 
be witness: when I have sounded my father about this time 
to-morrow, or the third day, behold, if there be good toward 
David, shall I not then send unto thee, and disclose it unto thee? 
13 Jehovah do so to Jonathan, and more also, should it please 
my father to do thee evil, if 1 disclose it not unto thee, and send 
thee away, that thou mayest go in peace: and Jehovah be with 
thee, as he hath been with my father. 14 And thou shalt not 
only while yet I live show me the lovingkindness of Jehovah, 
that I die not; 15 but also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness 
from my house for ever; no, not when Jehovah hath cut off 
the enemies of David every one from the face of the earth. 
16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, 
And Jehovah will require it at the hand of David’s enemies. 

17 And Jonathan caused David to swear again, *for the love 
that he had to him; for he loved him as he loved his own soul. 

10Or, What doth thy soul desire, that I should do it for 
thee? 2Heb., saith. *#Or, by his love toward him. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson - 


HE beautiful Bible record of the 
friendship between Jonathan, the 
heir to the throne of Israel, and 
David, the outlawed hero whom the 
people revered, is one of the most in- 
teresting and affecting stories in all liter- 
ature. The Greek tale of Damon and 
Pythias is perhaps its nearest counter- 
part in secular literature. 

It illustrates in a remarkable way that 
heart devotion to Christ, “great David’s 
greater Son,” which should characterize 
every truly converted soul. David’s vic- 


tory over Goliath typifies Christ’s tri- © 


umph over “him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14, 15). 
It was this that won Jonathan’s heart 
and caused him to love David as his 
own soul. He should have challenged 
the giant, but David took his place. 
Henceforth the youthful victor had the 
pre-eminence in the mind of the prince- 
royal, who “stripped himself” to honor 
the deliverer of Israel (1 Sam. 18: 1-4). 


The Historical Setting 


It was approximately thirty-two years 
after Saul became king that he was 


again in conflict with the Philistines. 
Hesitant, weak, vacillating, Saul permit- 
ted the foe to gain so great an advantage 
that fear filled the camp of Israel; but 
when Goliath, the Philistine champion, 
was overthrown by David, the enemy 
was soon routed. From that time on 
David became the people’s hero, and 
Jonathan was great enough to recognize 
in him—not a rival-—but a superior. 
The rest of Jonathan’s history covers 
seven years. He was slain in 1056 
B. C., according to the received chron- 
ology. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Sam. 20:4.—“Whatsoever thy soul de- 
sireth, I will even do.” Only by care- 
fully reading all the indicated Scriptures 
which do not form part of the printed 
lesson, will one be ready to enter into 
the present study. Jonathan had proved 
himself the loyal friend of David when 
his father sought the young leader’s 
destruction, and now covenants with him 
to reveal faithfully his father’s mind. 

Verse 5.—“Let me go, that I may hide 
myself.” Conditions were such that Da- 
vid would be taking his life in his hand 
by attending the feast of the new moon 
at the royal palace, as a retainer of the 
king, so he proposed that he be permit- 
ted to absent himself, hiding in the field 


for three days until Jonathan could as- 
certain Saul’s exact state of mind re- 
garding him. 

Verse 6—Let me run to Bethlehem. 
This was David’s home and it was but 
natural that he should express a desire 
to attend a family reunion there at the 
time of the feast. Verse 19 indicates 
that he carried out this plan. 

Verse 7.—“If he say thus, It is well?’ 
Upon Saul’s attitude when his son ex- 
plained the reason for David’s absence, 
his future conduct would be deter- 
mined. 

Verse 8.—*Thou hast brought thy serv- 
ant into a covenant of the Lord with 
thee.” The brotherly covenant entered 
into by the two devoted friends pledged 
each to seek the other’s welfare. David 
would rather that Jonathan personally 
slew him than that he should be be- 
trayed to the prejudiced king if still 
angry with him. 

Verse 9.—“‘Far .be it from thee.” 
Treachery was far from Jonathan’s mind. 
No matter how difficult the circum- 
stances, he would act as the devoted 
friend of David. 

Verse 10.—“Who shall tell me?” In 
what way would the result of the inter- 
view be made known to David? It might 
endanger Jonathan’s own life if he were 
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found to be in communication with one 
condemned by his father as an outlaw. 

Verse 11.—“Out into the field.” At 
Jonathan’s suggestion, they left Ramah 
(v. 1), the city where their meeting 
took place, and went out to a secluded 
spot where they could be sure no prying 
eyes saw them. 

Verses 12 and 13—“When I have 
sounded my father.” Solemnly the noble 
young prince called upon God to wit- 
ness his determination to find out the true 
state of the king’s mind and report faith- 
fully to his friend. Otherwise he in- 
voked the judgment of the Lord upon 
his own head. But he assured his friend 
he would reveal it to him if Saul was 
determined to harm him, and so he 
would see that he escaped in peace. 

Verses 14 and 15.—“Thou shalt... 
shew me the kindness of the Lord.” On 
David’s part, he was to pledge himself 
ever to be true to his friend, and in 
the event of his death to show kindness 
to any of his descendants, so far as it 
lay in his power. 

Verse 16.—“So Jonathan made a cove- 
nant with the house of David.” It was 
a renewal of their former pledge, but 
now solemnly ratified in the presence 
of God. 


Verse 17.—“He loved him as he loved 
his own soul.” Seldom have two men 
been so devoted to one another in a 
high and holy comradeship as these two 
Israelitish heroes. They were one in 
heart and soul, each pledged to seek 
the other’s welfare. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

We shall only be skimming the surface 
of this beautiful story if we fail to 
see in it a picture of the covenant re- 
lationship entered into between our 
Lord Jesus Christ and his redeemed. 
Each individual believer should be as 
truly committed to Christ as was Jona- 
than to David. This.is what is meant 
by real conversion. He who overcame 
our cruel foe is the one who has won 
our hearts, though now unseen by mortal 
eye (1 Pet. 1:8). Christ is “the friend 
that sticketh closer than a _ brother” 
(Prov. 18:24). May we, on our part, 
ever be worthy to be called his friends 
(John 15:14). 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

True Friendship. Very few people 
seem tc have the genius of real friend- 
ship. A friend is one who knows the 
worst about you and loves you just the 
same (Prov. 17:17). How wonderfully 
has Christ manifested his friendship to 
us! 

Jonathan Came Short in One Thing. 
He loved David enough to defend him 
loyally, but he did not fully identify 
himself with him. Consequently his 
fond hope of being associated with him 
in the kingdom was never realized 
(chap. 23:17). How different might 
have been the sequel had the prince of 
Israel remained with David instead of 
returning to “his house”! (v. 18.) He 
chose the high places and there he fell 
with his father (2 Sam. 1:19). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Selfishness is the destruction of friend- 
ship. Are we dependable friends who 
seek not our own but others’ benefit? 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


12. September 18.—Jonathan: Courage- 
ous Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-46; 
18:1-4; 19:1-%7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 
13. September 25.—David: Triumphant 
WES. Viv bvdaww eee seed Psalms 23 and 27 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 2.—The One True God. 
Exodus 20:2, 3; Isaiah 45:22; Mark 
12:28-34; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 
2. October 9.—Spiritual Worship. 
Exodus 20:4-6; 32:1-8; John 4:19-24 
3. October 16.—Reverence for God. 
Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:33-37; 12:33-37 
4. October 23.—Our Day of Rest. Exodus 
20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; Luke 13:10- 
17; Galatians 4:8-11; Colossians 2: 
16; Revelation 1:10 
5. October 30.—Personal Rights and 
Where They End (International Tem- 
perance Sunday) ....... Ecclesiastes 
2:1-3, 10, 11; Romans 6:17-23; 14:21 
6. November 6.—Honoring Our Parents. 
Exodus 20:12; Luke 2:46-52; John 
19:26, 27; Ephesians 6:1-4 
7. November 13.—The Sacredness of Hu- 
ee eer Exodus 20:13 
Matthew 5:21-26, 38-42 








Is the Lord Jesus your personal Friend 
to whom you can commit all the details 
of your life? 

People often complain that so few 
nanifest a friendly attitude toward them. 
But are we seeking to show a spirit of 
friendliness to others? 

Are we prepared to go all the way 
with Christ, or do we have some mental 
reservations? 

Are we loyal in heart and lip to those 
whom we profess to esteem as friends? 

In our English language one letter 
makes all the difference between friend 
and fiend. Do we cherish the “r” in our 
attitude toward others? 

Have you realized the friendliness of 
God as expressed in Jesus Christ, who 
has called us into the circle of his chosen 
intimates? 

Lesson Outlines 
JONATHAN — “ONE THING LACKING” 

Won by David (1 Sam. 18:1) 

Delighting in David (19:2) 

Witnessing to David’s worth (v. 4) 

Unashamed of David (v. 7) 

Communing with David (20:1-15) 

In covenant with David (vs. 16, 17) 

Last interview with David (23:16, 17) 

Not separated to David (v. 18) 

Lamented by David (2-Sam. 1:26) 

PRINCIPLES ON WHICH 
.. TRUE FRIENDSHIP IS FOUNDED 

1. Loyalty under all circumstances 
(Prov. 17:17) 

2. True brotherliness (18:24) 

3. Faithful in reproof (27:6) 

4. Refusing to credit or spread scandal 
(16:28; 17:9) 

5. Compassion for the afflicted (Job 
6: 14) 

6. Generosity to those in need (Prov. 
19: 6) 

7. Hearty counsel (27:9) 

8. Unselfish love (John 15:13) 
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Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


To be able to appreciate superiority 
in another is one of the basic grounds 
for a true friendship. 


To Jonathan the bravery of David was 
cause for admiration, not for jealousy. 


No real friend will ever be guilty of 
misrepresenting the one who confides in 
him. 

At the risk of his own life, Jonathan 
sought to protect his friend David from 
his father’s ill-advised wrath. 


David was God’s anointed, after the 
setting aside of Saul; and Jonathan, 
though heir to the throne, was big 
enough to recognize his title. 


Jonathan would not have been slain 
on Mount Gilboa if he had remained 
with his friend David in the wood. 


There is something exceedingly pa- 
thetic in that last interview between 
the two friends, ere they parted, never 
to meet again in this world. 


Jonathan was finally torn between two 
loyalties: his allegiance to his father, the 
reigning monarch, though rejected by 
God, and his love for his friend David, 
who was an outcast, though owned by 
the Lord as rightful king. 


If we would enjoy the friendship of 
Christ, we must cast in our lot fully with 
him, walking apart from that which has 
rejected his claims. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HEN did Jonathan first become an ad- 
mirer of David and why? 


2. In what dilemma did Jonathan find 
himself? 

3. Why did God set Saul aside and choose 
David? 

4. Did Jonathan realize that David’s suc- 
cess would mean his own loss of the throne? 


5. What were the terms of the brotherly 
covenant entered into by the friends? 


6. Did David appreciate the sacrifices Jon- 
athan was making on his behalf? 

7. Of whom were David and Jonathan 
types? ‘ 

8. What fatal mistake did Jonathan finally 
make? 


9. How did David commemorate his 
friendship with Jonathan? 


10. If we choose to be friends of Christ, 
what claims does he make upon us? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 629 of this issue. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
in thy love and mercy thou didst send the 
Friend of sinners to be our friend, and to lay 
down his life that we might live. We pray 
that we may see in this lesson today the 
light that shines from true friendship upon 
the whole area of human relationships. Even 
as the Lord Jesus counted friendship-love 
as the very heart of his work for man, so 
may we show forth that love to others, as 
thou dost lead us into the high privilege of 
being a friend. We thank thee for the un- 
dying story of Jonathan and David, and for 
what we can learn from it of the unselfish 
courage of Jonathan in behalf of his friend. 
May we be willing to spend and to be spent 
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for others in their time of need, not seeking 
what we can gain from them, but what we can 
give to them. We ask this in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The story of Jona- 
than and David shows us what friendship 
is. Usually we speak of David and Jona- 
than, in that order, but this lesson shows 
how wonderful Jonathan was as a friend 
toward David. In his great book, 
“Friendship the Master Passion,” Dr. 
Henry Clay Trumbull writes: ‘“Friend- 
ship is love apart from love’s claim or 
love’s craving. . . . In all holiest and 
most unselfish love, friendship is the 
purest element of the affection. No love 
in any relation of life can be at its best 
if the element of friendship is lacking. 
To be loved unselfishly is a blessing. 
To love unselfishly is a greater blessing.” 

“Love is sweet in any guise; 

But its best is sacrifice. 
He who giving does not crave, 
Likest is to him who gave 

. Life itself the loved to save.” 

Have any of us been missing the point 
in our friendships? Have we been think- 
ing most about the returns to us, or the 
output from us in this relationship? Let 
us ask God to give us the deep heart-in- 
terest in being the friend we ought to 
be. Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Real Thing.—Whatsoeveér thy soul 
desireth, I will even do it for thee (1 
Sam. 20:4). Here is the place where 
can be brought up for discussion that 
scarcest of all human traits, attributes, 
passions, or whatever it may be called, 
known as_ genuine _ sure-to-goodness 
Friendship. 

Some years ago one of the popular 
orders was known as the “Knights of 
Pythias.” They had a dress uniform 
similar to Italian policemen and soldiers. 
American visitors to Rome called them 
the “Knights of Pythias.” 

All know the classic story of Damon 
and Pythias. Any good encyclopedia 
has the account of that wonderful friend- 
ship. Then there was Tennyson and 
Hallam, and Tennyson sealed it for all 
time in his great poem “In Memoriam.” 

There are many others in secular his- 
tory, but the greatest friendship of which 
we have record is this of Jonathan and 
David. Suppose King Edward of Eng- 
land, when he was the popular, gracious, 
and beloved Prince of Wales, heir to the 
throne, had taken pains to advance some 
little Scotch Bobby Burns whom he had 
met and of whom he grew fond, to sup- 
plant him. 

“Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his... [throne] 
for his friend” (John 15:13-15). Of 
course our thought automatically turns 
to the Lord Jesus in this connection. You 
see Jesus Christ did this very thing for 
us. As he hung there on the cross, 
Pilate so labeled him, and by that act 
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we come to the throne (Luke 12:32; 2 
Tim. 2:12). 

Years ago I had a dear friend at Mauch 
Chunk, Pa., named David Pearsol. He 
was private secretary of one of the great 
coal mine owners. He was one of the 
gentlest and loveliest Christians I have 
ever known. We were both much inter- 
ested in young men through the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. We wrote 
each other now and then. I always be- 
gan my letters “My Dear David,” and I 
signed, “Yours Forever Jonathan.” 

Here is the point of this lesson for 
you to take te heart and answer. Can 
you truthfully sign your letter “Jona- 
than” to the one who calls you friend? 


The Kind-Hearted.—The Lord do so 
and much more to Jonathan .. . if it 
please my father to do thee evil (v. 13). 
From the point of view of the throne, 
here was a young man who was an 
enemy to the dynasty. We have the 
picture of the King’s own son betraying 
his father. Between his duty as a son 
and heir to the throne and his love for 
his friend David, Jonathan found him- 
self in a difficult situation. As you fel- 
lows would say, “He was right up against 
ig” 

John Stuart Mill, the great Economist, 
says, “Faith does not reason. It acts.” 
And we can say, “Love does not reason. 
It acts.” And so Jonathan, the crown 
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prince, throws his protection around the 
young friend he truly loves. 

Do not forget that it was this very 
mutual love of the young men that saved 
Saul’s life on two occasions of which 
we have record (1 Sam. 24:5-7; 26:8). 

David was no hesitant weakling afraid 
to strike when the need arose. Abigail 
knew, and saved her fool husband. The 
Amalekite who lied about killing Saul 
found it out as did many another (1 Sam. 
25:25; 2 Sam. 1:13-15). The same hand 
that wrote deathless spirituals could 
shoot the sling to split hairs and do it 
with either hand. (What a pitcher he 
would have made!) The same hand 
could swing the sword. 

That is to say: to be godly and pious 
and full of the milk of human kindness 
is not to be soft and easy and namby- 
pamby. There are those who have small 
regard for the teachings of the Sermon 
on the Mount, who think and contend 
that those who are Christians should 
live up to it. Consequently these try 
to use the Christian as a door mat now 
and then. They come to me in person 
and by mail saying, in one way and 
another, with some fulsome compli- 
ments, “I am led of the Lord to ask, 
etc.” I just smile and wonder why the 
Lord has not also taken the matter up 
with me! So when you have nothing 
else to give you can give a few kind 
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words. I write or speak a few kind 
words to these who come to me. Or in 
some cases write the postmaster or other 
in the town where they live. 

The other day I uncovered one of the 
“God-bless-you-Mr. Ridgway” families 
making a good living writing hard-luck 
stories to tender-hearted Christians. 
“The worst dead beats in our country,” 
wrote the postmaster. 


All Can Have One.—For he loved him 
as he loved his own soul (v. 17). Poets 
and romance writers for centuries have 
been striving for an equation, — perhaps 
I had better say, formula—for genuine 
love. Can you point out to me any- 
where in song or story any expression 
that can surpass what the Holy Spirit 
has written of the relation of these two 
fine fearless and accomplished young 
men? 

Jonathan was so bound up in his friend 
David that he loved him as he loved his 
own soul. 

We are told every now and then that 
opposites attract. Tall falls in love with 
Short. Few Words marries Gabby. Re- 
serve ties up with Vivacity. Sober Sides 
leads Hilarity to the altar. 

However true this may or may not 
be, Jonathan and David were two of a 
kind. David, single-handed and alone, 
was not afraid to tackle lions or giants 
(1 Sam. 17:34-36, 49). Jonathan, single- 
handed, with his valet, was not afraid 
to tackle a whole army (1 Sam. 14:6). 

Valiant heart tied to valiant heart as 
one soul. David’s lament over the death 
of Jonathan is one of the choice pas- 
sages in the Book. You will find it in 
2 Samuel 1:19-27. It is thus, in a most 
lovely gem of song that David has sent 
the love for his friend down the cen- 
turies to inspire the souls of other men. 

Tennyson has done the same for his 
“Jonathan” whose name was Hallam, at 
greater length, but in none the less noble 
measures. Here is the question for all 
of us: 

How much of the David-Jonathan fiber 
is there in our own soul’s make-up? Is 
such a love possible except among those 
who are in touch with the heavenlies? 
Happy and favored human are you if 
you know you have a David or a Jona- 
than as a friend.. “There is a friend 
that sticketh closer than a_ brother” 
(Prov. 18:24). You will find Him in 
John 15:14, 15. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


“Not Like Christians.”—Therefore thou 
shalt deal kindly with thy servant (1 
Sam. 20:8). Two Moslems came in the 
other day, one with a fractured knee cap. 
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The sufferer was asked if some of his 
co-religionists would help him by giving 
something toward the operation ex- 
penses. He answered, “Sir, we are not 
like Christians. When we get into trouble 
there is no one to help us.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


When Love Waited to Welcome.—He 
loved him as he loved his own soul (v. 
17). Passing the prison of one of our 
large cities early in the morning, I saw 
what seemed to be a mother in a humble 
cart from a distant village, waiting at 
the entrance for the release, perhaps, of 
her son that day from his term of bond- 
age. There were the vacant seat beside 
her, the little basket of dainty food, the 
change of outer garments, and her tear- 
ful, eager glances at the door, all telling 
very affectionately to how much love the 
prisoner was about to be liberated, and 
how readily he would be transported to 
his far-off home. There was only a step 
for him from exile and shame to the 
parent’s resources, the parent’s dwelling, 
the parent’s arms, the parent’s joy — all 
these anxiously waiting for the moment 
of his discharge. The mother loved her 
boy even as she loved her own soul. 
God’s love is waiting for those who will 
accept it—From “One Thousand Evan- 
gelistic Illustrations,” by the Rev. 
Aquilla Webb, D.D. Sent by W. C. 
Troyer, Winnipeg, Can. Prize illustration. 


If They Are Friends.—A friend loveth 
at all times (Golden Text). “Is it true,” 
asked a student, “that all the people in 
the world could live in Texas?” “Yes,” 
replied the professor, “if they were 
friends.” And if they were not friends 
even the world itself is too small.—Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, , Ohio. 


The Difference.—A friend loveth at all 
times (Golden Text). Edgar A. Guest, tell- 
ing of a conversation on happiness, said, 
“We were discussing a certain man the 
other day — a man rich and almost friend- 
less. His life has been a long round of 
bickering and close dealing. Lawsuitshave 
strewn his path. Friendship apparently 
meant nothing to him when he was busy 
making his fortune. Men who once tried 
to like him gave him up as a hopeless 
case. He is old now and has more money 
than he will ever need. To one with 
whom he quarreled bitterly more than 
twenty years ago, he said recently: “I 
don’t understand it. You have hundreds 
of friends about you, and I have almost 
no one outside of my own family to 
whom I can turn.” And the man re- 
plied simply: “I was making friends 
years ago, while you were busy making 
money.” It’s all in that one sentence. 
We carry into old age only the things we 
have thought to bring along the way.— 
From Edgar A. Guest, in the American 
Magazine. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. 


The Highest Honor.—A friend loveth 
at all times (Golden Text). At the close 
of the World War the King and Queen 
of the besieged kingdom of Belgium sent 
for Herbert Hoover, who had given their 
people food and buoyed them with hope, 
and said, “We would like to honor you 
with the highest decorations in the king- 
dom.” They gave him his choice, but 
he refused them all. His answer was: 
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“You have stood at the gateway of civ- 
ilization and held back the tide of ag- 
gression, while we have only shared 
with you what we had to give. For that 
one does not ask honors.” The King and 
Queen said, “He is our very great 
friend,” and they created for him a new 
order to which only one man belonged, 
and the title was, “Friend of the Belgian 
people.”"—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


A Friend Indeed.—A friend loveth at 
all times (Golden Text). I had heard on 
excellent authority that one of my peo- 
ple was “giving way to drink.” He was 
a man of some standing in the church, 
and he was possessed of considerable 
wealth. I had already preached more 
than one temperance sermon, but these 
had been general messages addressed to 
the congregation. I was now ordered by 
my Master to carry the message to an 
individual, and tactfully to withstand 
him to his face because he stood con- 
demned. How I wriggled under the 
commission! How I shrank from it! 
How I dallied with it! And, even when 
I had fought my way almost to the door, 
I lingered in the street in further fruit- 
less loitering. But at length courage con- 
quered fear. I faced my man, trem- 
blingly gave him my message, and by the 
grace of God, he heard the voice of God 
and was saved from a horrible pit and 
the miry clay—From “John Henry 
Jowett,” by Arthur Porritt. Sent by W. 


_ Thorburn Clark, Richmond, Va. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A Nobleman. 


Discussion: Use Jonathan’s friendship 
for David as an inadequate but helpful 
illustration of the friendship of Jesus 
Christ: A prince; love at first sight; self- 
immolation; humility of a servant; inter- 
cession; laying his own life down. 

Objective: Returning life devotion to 
that Friend. 











AY, fellows, it is a relief to get away 

from Saul, the subject of last week’s 
study, and think of Jonathan his son. 
Jonathan is refreshing. I cannot think 
of one thing in that young man’s life 
as recorded, that is not inspiring. From 
the time he first appears on the pages of 
Israel’s history, as a major-general in his 
father’s army, winning a notable victory 
over the Philistines (for which his father 
received the credit), all the way through 
his thirty odd years of active partici- 
pation in the affairs of his father’s king- 
dom, Jonathan is continually bobbing up 
with some new noble trait. He was 
valorous, brave, dauntless, resourceful, 
humble, loving, and loyal to the end. He 
had great faith in God and he never de- 
serted a principle. You cannot say much 
better than that about any mere man. 
I am sure that Jonathan had a good 
mother, even if Saul did speak of her as 
“the perverse rebellious woman” (1 Sam. 
20:30). He was in one of his tantrums 
when he said it. Her name was Ahinoam, 
which means “of grace,” and Jonathan’s 
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name means “whom Jehovah gave.” 
Jonathan also inherited that fine spirit 
which his father showed in his early 
years. 

The first thing that makes me love 
Jonathan is his magnanimous attitude 
toward David on the day of the fight 
with Goliath. Jonathan was a prince 
and heir-apparent to the throne. He was 
no petted hothouse plant of the palace, 
but a gallant soldier of the first rank; 
he had well won his spurs. Now here 
comes upon the scene this shepherd lad, 
David, from the tending of sheep, and 
singlehanded slays the giant who had 
been a threat and an embarrassment to 
the army of Israel for forty days. There 
is hardly any doubt but Jonathan knew 


David had just a short while before been. 


anointed by Samuel as the future king 
of Israel. It would be only human to 
regard him as a usurper who now by 
his prowess was making a bid for popu- 
larity. But, no; Jonathan was too big 
for that. Not only was he a believer in 
God and accepted the authority of God’s 
prophet, but his chivalrous soul was 
challenged by David’s faith and courage; 
and “the soul of Jonathan was knit with 
the soul of David” that day, and “Jona- 
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than loved him as his own soul” (1 Sam. 
18:1). 

Scripture tells us that David was a 
man after God’s own heart (Acts 13: 
22). He was also a man after Jonathan’s 
own heart, and in that Jonathan was 
godlike. 

Jonathan was a true friend to David 
at the cost of everything Jonathan had. 
It was symbolic when on that notable 
day of the fight with Goliath Jonathan 
stripped himself of his sword, his bow, 
his girdle, and his garment and handed 
them all over to David. With these he 
gave David his heart and his loyal de- 
votion, and he never let him down. He 
was loyal to his death. 

Fellows, it is worth while to have a 
friend like that, is it not? David needed 
that friend; and how greatly he was 
comforted by him during those terrible 
days in which Saul sought his life. 

Have you a friend like that? Yes, 
even better than that! The Prince of 
Glory, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus 
Christ divested himself of his royal robes 
and came down to earth to give his life 
for you. And did you need him? Was 
any power seeking your life to destroy 
it? Ah, yes. There was no merit in you 
to challenge his love, but he loved you 
just the same, and laid down that pre- 
cious life that you might live. Are you 
loyal to your Saviour? Are you serving 
him as one who appreciates his grace 
and friendship? Answer that question 
on your knees—to Him! 

MIDDLEBROOK, VA. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To present the qualities of gen- 
uine friendship, with Christ as the truest 
Friend. 


Activity.—Analyze the lists of friend- 
ship qualifications which the girls were 
asked to bring. Distribute the numbered 
Paragraphs below, and let each girl ask 
the questions and assign the Bible refer- 
ences in her own paragraph. A black- 
board outline might be developed from 
the discussion. 


Memory Verse.—‘“There is a friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother” (Prov. 
18:24b). 


IRLS, how do you choose your 
friends? What is your definition of 
a true friend? 

After Janey had been playing all 
morning with Virginia, she remarked to 
the family, “Do you know what type of 
girl I like? I like one who keeps right 
on loving you no matter what happens, 
and Virginia is just that type.” The 
Golden Text tells us, “A friend loveth 
at all times.” 

The story of Jonathan and David also 
illustrates that type of friendship. 

1. “The soul of Jonathan was knit with 
the soul of David” (1 Sam.18:1). As Prince 
Jonathan watched the brave young Da- 
vid draw near to Goliath, surely his 
heart thrilled in admiration (1 Sam. 17: 
40). When David’s words echoed across 
the valley, “I come to thee in the name 
of the Lord of hosts” (1 Sam. 17: 45-47), 
Jonathan must have remembered his 
own words when he and an armor- 
bearer alone captured twenty Philis- 
tines, “There is no restraint to the Lord 
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to save by many or by few” (1 Sam. 
14:6, 12). Jonathan recognized in David 
a fellow worshiper of the Lord and his 
heart was enriched with a deep, genuine 
love for the shepherd lad. 

Girls, have you ever felt such a warm 
glow in your own heart for a friend 
that the soul of the friend seemed to 
become a part of your own? Somehow 
you knew God better after knowing that 
friend. Did you ever make a knit gar- 
ment? Each stitch is looped with its 
neighbor to form the completed pattern. 
Paul prayed that the hearts of his Chris- 
tian friends might be knit together in 
love (Col. 2:2). When we let Christ de- 
sign the pattern upon which the individ- 
ual stitches of our friendships are 
woven, then will we have truly worth- 
while friendships. Study this question. 
Have you woven your friendships into 
his pattern? 

2. “As his own soul” (1 Sam. 18:2, 3). 
The Lord Jesus said, “Love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself.” Can you illustrate 
from your own experience how love for 
others has helped you? 

3. “Gave ... to David” (1 Sam. 18:4). 
When we love our friends as we love 
ourselves, we shall be glad to share our 
possessions with them. What are some 
of the best methods of giving ourselves 
and our gifts to others? 

4. “Delighted much in David” (1 Sam. 
19:1-3). Why did Jonathan delight 
much in David? They enjoyed mutual 
interests and each needed the stimula- 
tion of the other. In which companions 
do you delight much? Why? Are these 
companions helping you to live better 
Christian lives? 

5. “Jonathan spake good of David” (1 
Sam. 19:4-7). Jonathan was proud of 
David’s victory and loved to tell about 
it. Do you uphold your friends to others? 
Do you congratulate them, even when 
they have surpassed your own efforts? 

6. “And David ... came and said be- 
fore Jonathan” (1 Sam. 20:1-3). He was 
in trouble and he wanted the comfort 
and advice of this wonderful pal. Some 
one said, “We are not comforted to be 
comfortable, but to be comforters” (2 
Cor. 1:4; Gal. 6:2). 

7. “Whatsoever thy soul desireth” (1 
Sam. 20:4-10). Jonathan was willing to 
risk his father’s displeasure, and will- 
ing to give up his rights as heir to the 
throne of Israel because he loved David. 
How much are you willing to forfeit in 
order to help your friends? (1 John 3: 
16.) 

8. “The Lord be with thee” 
20: 11-13, 42). 


(1 Sam. 
Jonathan and David were 
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both praying men, and each could bring 
blessing to the other through fellowship 
in prayer. Notice your subjects of con- 
versation with various companions. Is 
Christ known to your friends? Do you 
speak about him together? (Phil. 1:3- 
5;-Col. 3:17.) 

9. “Thou shalt not cut off thy kind- 
ness from my house for ever” (1 Sam. 
20:14-17). While we cannot always re- 
turn kindnesscs to those who were kind 
to us, we can, nevertheless, discover 
others whom we may befriend. How 
was David able to fulfill his covenant? 
(2 Sam. 9.) 

10. “He was grieved for David” (1 
Sam. 20:34). It is not easy to take your 
stand bravely with a persecuted and un- 
popular minority, but “a friend loveth 
at all times.” Can you give an example 
of such friendship? (2 Tim. 1:16-18.) 

11. “Strengthened his hand in God” (1 
Sam. 23:16, 17). Here is friendship per- 
fected. As our own love is being woven 
into the fabric of Christian friendships, 
we realize that “truly our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). How may 
such friendships be developed? 

12. “And Jonathan went to his house” 
(1 Sam. 23:18). Physical comradeships 
cannot be constant, but genuine love 
remains as a benediction to the life (2 
Sam. 1:26; 9:1). 

Girls, here is a marvelous fact. “There 
is a friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother” (Memory Verse), and _ that 
friend is the Lord Jesus. Have you be- 
come acquainted with him? Have you 
introduced him to others? When a group 
of girls told an evangelist’s wife that 
they wished they were as lovely as she, 
this is the reply they received, “What- 
ever is lovely about me I owe to the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” “He is altogether 
lovely. This is my beloved, and this is 
my friend” (Song of Sol. 5:16). 

Next week our lesson will tell more 
about our wonderful Friend and Lord. 
Learn John 16:7a, 11, and review Psalm 
23. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How to Build the Picture 
Sky at the top. A field with some large 
rocks. A man sheoting an arrow out into 


the field. A little boy waiting to find the 
arrow. 
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ONATHAN was the son of Saul; he 
was the crown prince, that is, he 
would be king when his father died, if 
nothing went wrong. When he was just 
a young man, one day the army of 
Israel was encamped against the Phil- 
istines, and a giant named Goliath 
walked up and down between the armies 
and dared any of the Israelites to come 
out and fight him. And a young lad 
killed him with a slingshot and smooth 
stone, and cut off his head with his own 
sword. That lad was David. 
Jonathan met him that day, and they 
loved each other from the first, and 
agreed to be friends always. Jonathan 
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even took off his own prince’s coat ot 
robe, and put it on David, and his sword 
and bow and girdle he gave to David. 
They made a promise to each other that 
each would be true to their friendship, 
and that each would befriend the family 
of the other. 

They were both faithful to this prom- 
ise. Though Jonathan knew God had 
chosen David to be king in his place, he 
never had any jealous spirit, but was 
willing to take second place (1 Sam. 
23:17). Though Saul, his father, hated 
David and hunted him through the coun- 
try, Jonathan always stood true to Da- 
vid, and pleaded over and over with 
his father to stop his trying to kill Da- 
vid. 

In our picture today, we have Jona- 
than shooting an arrow out in the field 
where David was hiding. If he called 
to the lad that the arrow was beyond 
him, then David would know he must 
flee from Saul. That was what happened, 
and after the lad had taken the bow 
and arrow away, Jonathan and David 
met and bade each other farewell, re- 
newing their promise of friendship. 

When Jonathan was slain in the battle 
when his brothers and Saul died, David 
mourned for him as for a dearly loved 
brother. David said the love of Jona- 
than was greater than that of a woman. 

Jonathan is a beautiful example of 
what a friend should be, true at all 
times, faithful under all conditions. He 
is a type of that greater Friend that is 
dearer than any other one can be, the 
Lord Jesus. 

Do you know the Lord Jesus well 
enough to call him your Friend? If not, 
you are missing the greatest friendship 
there is. Then I wonder what kind of 
friend you are. Do you get jealous of 
your friends? Are you selfish with other 
children? Do you fight to have the best 
of everything? Then you are a poor 
friend. Take some lessons from Jona- 
than, and ask the Lord Jesus to be your 
Friend, and help you to be a better 
friend. 

MopeEsTo, CALirF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 624) 


1. When the young shepherd slew Goliath 
and thus saved the armies of Israel from de- 
feat. 


2. He was torn between the demands of 
his father and his love for his friend. 


3. Saul disobeyed the voice of God. In 
David he saw one who would seek to do 
his will. 


4. Yes. He faced the stern facts and pre- 
ferred David above himself. 


5. That they should be loyal to each other 
in life and the survivor should care for the 
children of the other after his death. 


6. He did, and regretted the danger to 
which his friend was exposed on his be- 
half. 


7. David typifies the rejected Christ and 
Jonathan represents all who cleave to him 
in spite of the world’s attitude. 

8. He did not cast in his lot fully with 
David, so perished with all his father’s 
house. 


9. In his beautiful elegy, as recorded in 
2 Samuel 1, and by teaching the youth of 
Israel the use of the bow, Jonathan’s favor- 
ite weapon. 


10. Obedience to his will, which involves 
separation from the world (Jas. 4:4). 
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Dr. Homrighausen and the Bible 
(Continued from second page) 


Bible are parallel to the “lowliness and 
meekness with which the Son of God 
walked the earth”! Did our Lord’s low- 
liness and meekness and humility dur- 
ing his incarnation mean that, therefore 
and necessarily, he had some imperfec- 
tions and made some mistakes? God 
forbid such blasphemy! Yet there are 
many Modernists and Bible critics to- 
day, including seminary professors on 
both sides of the Atlantic, who actually 
go to this blasphemous extreme. THE 
SunDAY ScHOOL TIMEs does not intimate, 
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and does not believe, that Dr. Homrig- 
hausen would follow them. But it is a 
fact that a professor in Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, New York, published an 
article a few years ago naming fourteen 
points in which the modern man may 
disagree with teachings and positions of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! 

It is significant and encouraging to 
note that, in view of the strong op- 
position to Dr. Homrighausen’s position 
on the Bible that was manifested during 
the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the U. S. A. in May of 
this year, no recommendation was of- 
fered for action by the Assembly that 
his election to the chair at Princeton 
be confirmed, and this election has not 
as yet, therefore, any official denomina- 
tional sanction. 

That Dr. Homrighausen’s thinking and 
writing are strangely confused is seen 
from the following statement in his re- 
cent article: 

While we must not go so far as to 
identify God with anything human, we 
must admit that His revelation of Him- 
self was real. 

But what of the incarnation of Christ? 
Did not God, the Second Person of the 
Trinity, “identify himself with anything 
human” when “the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us”? (John 1:14.) God 
did identify himself with something hu- 
man in both the Incarnate Word, Christ, 
and the Written Word, the Bible, and 
both were equally perfect and infallible. 
When a man begins to deny any part of 
the Word of God, and holds deliberately 
and consistently to such denial as the 
basis of his thinking and teaching, the 
inevitable result is that he begins to lose 
the power to think clearly, rationally, 
logically. This is the tragedy of the un- 
belief that we call Modernism, and it is 
seen repeatedly in the works of the best 
known and “ablest” Modernists. 

Finally, speaking of the Bible as the 
human vessel containing the Word, Dr. 
Homrighausen says: “The vessel may 
be defaced, it may be somewhat mar- 
red.” Not so does the Bible speak of 
itself; not so does the Son of God speak 
of it! “The Scripture cannot be broken,” 
Christ declared (John 10:35). And the 
Holy Spirit tells us, through Paul, that 
“ALL Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). 


ve 


The Coming Biography 
of Bishop Taylor Smith 


HE Rev. E. L. Langston of England 

has been asked by intimate friends 
of the late Bishop Taylor Smith to 
write his authoritative biography for 
publication in the spring of next year. 
(A sketch of his life by the Rev. W. H. 
Aldis, Home Director for Great Britain 
of the China Inland Mission, was pub- 
lished in the Tres for April 30.) 

Mr. Langston writes to the Editor: 

‘TI shall greatly appreciate the co- 
operation of any of your readers who 
can send me items of special interest 
and other information regarding the 
late Bishop, which might be considered 
suitable for inclusion in a memorial vol- 
ume. Particulars of his earlier years 
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and of his missionary service in Africa 
would be specially appreciated, while 
doubtless there are many who had close 
association with him as Chaplain-Gen- 
eral, who might like to communicate 
with me. Every care will be taken of 
letters and other valuable papers loaned 
to me, and they will be returned in due 
course.” 

All such material should be sent to 
the Rev. E. L. Langston, Crossways, 
Chinthurst Lane, Shalford, Surrey, Eng. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Sept. 25. Learning to Co-Operate. Amos 8:4-8; 
Isa. 3:12-15. 


Sunday, September 18 


Building a Christian Economic Order 
(1 Tim. 6:10; Matt. 6:19-34) 





Mon.—Develop a generation that really 
knows Christ (Phil. 2:1-11). 

Tues.—Develop fair play (Matt. 7:12). 

Wed.—Abolish cheating (Lev. 6:1-7). 

Thurs.—Develop respect for workers 
(Jas. 2:1-9). 

Fri.—Develop human rights (Isa. 11:1-5). 

Sat.—Develop property rights (Prov. 27: 
18). 











OT long ago, an old woman col- 

lapsed on the streets of a large city. 
She was taken to a hospital, where it 
was found that the only cause for the 
collapse was weakness. She had gone 
without nourishing food for a long time, 
existing only on scraps she had been 
able to beg from door to door. 

When investigators went to her home 
to seek friends or relatives, they found 
that she lived alone in a miserable lit- 
tle shanty on the outskirts of the city. 
Here were the bare necessities of life. 
An effort was made to make the place 
a little more habitable, before she should 
be released from the hospital. When 
removing an old mattress from her bed, 
in order to replace it with a new and 
comfortable one, it was discovered that 
she had sewn into the bedding thou- 
sands of dollars in bills. There was 
enough to have kept the old woman in 
comfort and plenty all her days, yet she 
lived in suffering and want sooner than 
draw upon her treasure. 

5-4 

We shake our heads at the foolish- 
ness of the old woman, yet the Lord 
Jesus found it necessary to warn us 
against foolishness equally great. There 
are four forms of foolishness mentioned 
in our Scripture lesson for this week’s 
meeting: (1) the foolishness of hoard- 
ing; (2) the foolishness of insincerity; 
(3) the foolishness of having a divided 
heart; and (4) the foolishness of worry 
or anxiety. 

4 


Hoarding’s foolishness (vs. 19-21) is 
shown from several angles. No matter 
how carefully we may try to store up 
possessions, they are in constant dan- 
ger. That which is not kept in use 
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tends -to deteriorate. What the moths 
and rust do not destroy, thieves often 
take. Some who until recently stored 
up treasures in banks and bonds, found 
out to their sorrow that the moths and 
rust of a collapsed market and the 
thievery or carelessness of bankers had 
destroyed what they had thought to be 
safe. . 

There is no teaching here against 
legitimate saving, but a warning against 
dependence upon savings or possessions, 
to the exclusion of laying up treasures 
in spiritual things which cannot be swept 
away. 

b- 

The foolishness of insincerity (vs. 22, 
23) is seen, with special regard to mate- 
rial things, in the fact that sincerity is 
as a window through which God’s light 
floods the soul. Insincerity ciouds the 
window and deprives us of the light 
God gives. 

4 


The foolishness of a divided heart (v. 
‘ 24) is admitted by most of us in the 
material world. Why should we think 
it wise in spiritual things? We know 
that a person cannot do his best in 
school, in sport, or at work when he 
permits his energies or allegiance to be 
directed in opposite ways. No more 
can we hope to serve God and at the 
same time seek to gratify selfish de- 
sires for possessions or power or fame 
or security. These may come to us in 
the pursuit of God’s will and when 
rightly administered by us as a stew- 
ardship may be a great blessing. But 
when we set our hearts upon them in- 
stead of upon God’s will they become a 
hindrance or even a curse. 
$e : 

The foolishness of anxiety is pointed 
out (vs. 25 to 34) by reminding us that 
the birds are provided for, and that the 
very flowers are the objects of our 
heavenly Father’s care. We are the 
objects of his “much more” (v. 30) care. 
We are not to be indolent or improvi- 
dent, but neither are we to worry or 
fret. We are to trust our heavenly 
Father’s love and care, even when we 
cannot see how his provision will be 
made. The formula of one Christian 
may help us here. He said that he 
prayed and trusted as though all de- 
pended on God, and he worked as 
though all depended on himself. .That 
combination knows no defeat or anxiety. 

4 

Finally, the key to the whole matter 
lies in verse 33, “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness, and 
all these things shall be added unto 
you.” The reverse order never works. 
All our social service and betterment, 
all our efforts toward an “abundant 
life” for ourselves and others must come 
through first seeking God and his right- 
eousness if they are to be successful or 
lasting. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Nothing can harm us that quickens our 
earnestness and frequency in applying to 
a throne of grace: only trust the Lord 
and keep close to him, and all that be- 
falls you shali be for good.—John New- 
ton. 
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SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 


With Helps on the Pages Where Needed 


A YEAR’S BIBLE COURSE 


[52 LESSONS WITH 745 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS] 
Here is ample material for a whole year’s Both 
enjoyable and profitable study of the Bible. for 


By using your spare time you can obtain a 
atid dooilatig noes of the world’s 2 50 
Best Book. oe 
The Bible Course is arranged to suit the needs of busy 
people. The Scofield Reference Bible has helps to the hard 
places on the pages where they occur. 

Also a larger type Bible and a 32 5 

Bible Course to match, only £J 

At all booksellers or from the publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


114 FirtH AVENUE New Yore 























HUNTINGTON COLLEGE FUNTINSTON 


INDIANA 
**WHERE CHARACTER AND CULTURE BLEND’*® 
A TRULY EVANGELICAL LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE — FOUNDED 1897 
COURSES OFFERED: Liberal Arts, Science, Teacher Training, 
Voice, Piano, Orchestral Instruments, Public Speaking, mem semester, $170. Special rates to 
ism, Commerce, Pre-Professional, Theology, PhysicalEducation. _isters, Missionaries or their children. 


Address, PRESIDENT HAROLD C. MASON, HUNTINGTON COLLEGE, HUNTINGTON, INDIANA 


RATES: Tuition and Maintenance, per 
Min- 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


“REMEMBER THEM THAT ARE IN BONDS” 


About 7,000,000 martyrs in Soviet Russia are still in exile under forced labor, in concentration 
camps of the Communists. 

Their existence is so miserable, that being deprived of the privileges of a civilized world, in their despair 
they wait upon God and His children in happier countries, who by their prayers and generosity may com- 
fort, help and encourage them. 

By the Grace of God and generosity of His people, the Russia Inland Relief Mission, for many 
years, was enabled to render a wonderful relief ministry to these martyrs in bonds, in Russia. Wives, 
children, parents, brothers and sisters of imprisoned, exiled and deceased Christians received and still are 
receiving help from this Mission. 

In order to continue this Missionary relief work, we must at this time call upon the children of God 
everywhere to ‘‘help those who cannot help themselves.’’ Your prayers and contributions for any amount 
which your charitable heart dictates you, will be greatly appreciated. 

Address all communications and send your gifts to the DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE SENT ON REQUEST 


- Russia Inland Relief Mission, 1265 Broadway, &3"s New York, N.Y. 


610-S 














In the Class 


HOUSANDS of earnest young people 
—as devoted, perhaps, as any P.S.B. 
students—have been permanently lim- 
ited in their Christian life service for 
lack of thorough training. 


Here are a few of the Spirit-filled 
young men and women who are equip- 
ping themselves fully for the winning 
of souls. Under a consecrated Bible 
School faculty second to none, the 
classroom becomes the crucible for the 
forging of the tempered instruments 
of God’s will. 


Day and Evening Schools, practi- 
cal work department, Correspond- 
ence School, and other activities. 
Write for details. Address 1721- 
27 Spring Garden St., Dept. T938 
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1721-27 SPRING GARDEN ST., PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
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DO YOU REALIZE 


That over 2,000,000 Jews are gathered in NewYork? That 
this much neglected field is a challenge to Christian mis- 
sions? That the New York Jewish Mission, founced 
in 1908 by the saintly Dv. Thos. 17. Chalmers, is ——s 
zealously to reach them? That this faith work is depend- 
ent upon your cooperation by gift pnd pre er? 
Subscribe for our monthly “/2WZS. MISSIONARY 
MAGAZINE,” $1.00 per annum. 
Sample free. Write Kev. Freperick A. ASTON 


New York Jewish Evangelization Society 
P. 0. Box 19, Hamilton Grange Station, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


Taian, Shantung, China 

War torn China lifts appealing hands. Won't you help 
with your prayers and gifts to rescue all we can for Christ ? 

This faith work, one of the largest Chris- 
tian institutions in the Orient, rescues 
homeless waifs who are transformed into 
useful young men and women ready for 
service in Christ’s Kingdom, 

Free booklet, ‘“ HretpinG Curna‘s 
Hevpvess”’ tells how God led Rev. and 
Mrs. Anglin to open the Home and how 
He has blessed the work, Write today 
for FREE COPY. 

HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
American Office: 2811 N. Racine Ave. 
Drawer 15, Chicago, Ill. 














In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, ds well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 








“I'm going to tell my friends 
about the Bible Society's 
annuity plan.” 








The problem of where to place their money 
has been eolved for many people by the 
American Bible Society. Its annuity plan 
provides what most people want . . . safety, 
a generous return, regularity of income. 


Let us tell you of this plan which has 
worked for nearly ninety years without a 
single loss to any annuity holder, and with 
every payment sent promptly when due. 
And in addition to producing peace of 
mind there is the personal satisfaction of 
helping in the important work of dis- 
tributing the Bible throughout the world. 


The booklet «A Gift That Lives”’ explains the plan. 
eMAIL THIS COUPON TODAYe 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, N.Y. 


! Please send me, without obligation, your 
| booklet $S-29 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” | 
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For Family Worship 


By Errest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 12 to 18 
Mon.—1 Samucl 20:4-10. 
David’s Confidence in Jonathan. 

Prayer Succestions: “If I knew... 
would not I tell it thee?” David’s con- 
fidence in Jonathan was “through the 
Lord” (Gal. 5:10). David’s confidence 
in Jonathan caused him to make a cove- 
nant. Trust is practical as well as emo- 
tional. Well-grounded persuasion of the 
constancy ~vf brother-love comforts 
Christian hearts. It quickens mutual joy. 
Nature is true to herself. Human nature 
requires the grace of God for faithful- 
ness. Pray for Bethel Mission, P. O. 
Box 1610, Kowloon, Hong Kong, China. 
Tues.—1 Samuel 20:11-17. 

Jonathan’s Confidence in David. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He loved him as 
he loved his own soul.” Jonathan ob- 
served the grace of God in David. He 
loved without jealousy. He knew that 
David would supersede his father as 
king. He was happy to say: “And I 
shall be next unto thee” (1 Sam. 23:17). 
Humble, godly Jonathan! How much 
can people see God’s grace in you? (See 
2 Cor. 9:14.) Pray for Bible Lands Gos- 
pel Mission, Beirut, Syria. 
Wed.—2 Samuel 1:23-26. A Friend’s Lament. 

PRAYER SucGcestions: “O Jonathan.” 
Bereavement has varying depths of sor- 
row. David’s bereavement was keen and 
spiritual. God has treasured his lament 
in His book and preserved his tears in 
His bottle. All who have lost a friend 
should linger here for meditation and 
consolation. Christ never lamented the 
brevity of life. He lived in eternity. The 
more we “live” there the less we shall 
lament leaving here. Pray for Palestine- 
Arabian Border Mission, Jerusalem, Pal- 
estine. 


Thurs.—Philemon 15-20. 
Christian Brotherhood. 
PRAYER SuacestTions: “A brother be- 
loved ...in the Lord.” Spiritual bonds 
excel natural tics. Notwithstanding in- 
fection from mental and__= spiritual 
measles, mumps, and other contagions 
the Christian is still the “beloved in the 
Lord.” “The world loves her own.” We 
should “love the brethren.” Pray for 
Central Japan Pioneer Mission, Mae- 
bashi, Japan. 


Fri.—Proverbs 27:6-160. The Value of a Friend 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The sweetness of 
a man’s friend.” Those we esteem we 
desire to make our friends. To such we 
can impart our minds more familiarly. 
What is superior to godly friendship? “A 
friend loveth at all times” (Prov. 17:17). 
“Thine own friend, and thy father’s 
friend, forsake not” (Prov. 27:10). Pray 
for South China Boat Mission, Hong 
Kong. 


Sat.—John 15:13-16. Friends of Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are my 
friends, if...” To be friends of Christ 
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means more than most professing Chris- 
tians seem to realize. In redemption, all 
are on a level; but in communion with 
Christ there is a distinguishable differ- 
ence. “Ye are my friends, if ye do what- 
soever I command you” (v. 14). “He that 
hath my commandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself to him” (John 14:21). Pray for 
French Southeast Mission, Digne, France. 


Sun.—1 John 3:18-18. Friends in Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We love the 
brethren.” Supernatural love to all who 
have shared the heavenly grace of son- 
ship in Christ is the badge of our regen- 
eration. “We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren” (v. 14). “Let brotherly 
love continue” (Heb. 13:1). “Love as 
brethren, be pitiful, be courteous” (1 
Pet. 3:8). Was there ever more needed 
than now among brethren the love that 
‘never faileth”? (1 Cor. 13.) Pray for 
suffering Jews in Germany and Poland. 
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